The German People

A valiant folk are you Germans, a people of noble desires !
If only your necks were not stiff! If you could turn them, and

see!

For then you might find that behind you was all that is fairest ;
The things that you cry for in vain, for your eyes have not

seen them!                              FRIEDRICH HEBBEL, 1848

Unhappy people, who can work in common, but cannot eat
and drink together in peace! for instead of enjoying your
prosperity like brothers you throw your knives and forks at
one another's heads.                       FRIEDRICH HEBBEL, 1851

In a long period of degradation the German character has
lost much, very much, of that simple grandeur which our
Middle Ages show to us. ... In two generations this noble
nation has produced thousands and thousands of abject
informers, and even greater numbers of subservient eaves-

droppers.                             HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE,  l86l

There is no German people; nobles, middle class and
peasants are more heterogeneous than in France before the
Revolution.                 HEINRICH HEINE (posthumous, 1869)

We are in character a moderate people, and yet in spirit we
are extravagant, easily excited by fantasies and reverses, and
when all is said, a people torn by remorse and the pangs of
conscience.                                BOGUMIL GOLTZ, 1801-1870

Perhaps it is only that the Germans have blundered upon the
wrong climate ! There is in them something that could have
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